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Welcome! 
Welcome to the NHS Yorkshire and the Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
(YHSCN) bulletin that aims to bring you the latest news and information about 
dementia in the region.  
 
We hope you find this a useful and informative read, any feedback is very welcome 
and we invite suggestions for future content/items for inclusion to 
penny.kirk@nhs.net or colinsloane@nhs.net.  
 
This month we’re trying something new and using MailChimp to send the bulletin 
out to recipients.  This will give us information about which sections are most 
popular and help us to tailor future bulletins to meet people’s needs.  If you have 
any problems receiving the bulletin via MailChimp or accessing any of the content, 
please do let us know. 
 
Got something to tweet about dementia in the Yorkshire and Humber area? Use 
the #yhdementia to tag your tweet. Or, grab your binoculars and come and follow 
us @yhscn_mhdn. 
 
In this issue: 
 
• Dementia SCN programme update 
• Reflections from the SCN dementia team 
• Upcoming dementia events and meetings 
• News in Brief 
• Useful resources 
 
 
Dementia SCN programme update 
 
Dementia Diagnosis Rates January and February 2016 
  
Please follow this LINK to view dementia diagnosis rates for CCGs within Yorkshire 
& Humber for February 2016.  CCG rates vary from 54.8% to 88.7%. 
 
Dementia Profiles Webinar 

The SCN hosted a webinar on 24
th
 February, in conjunction with the PHE Dementia 

Intelligence Network to introduce commissioners and providers to the new 
Dementia Profiles launched earlier this year.  Sam Lane (PHE Programme 
Manager – Dementia and Neurology) gave an excellent account of the dementia 
profiles which are accessible on the fingertips tool here.  We recorded the webinar 
so if you missed it or would like to hear it again please follow this link. 
 
Yorkshire and Humber Dementia SCN Joint Clinical Leads and 

http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/
mailto:penny.kirk@nhs.net
mailto:colinsloane@nhs.net
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/Diagnosis.php?utm_source=Dementia+EBulletin&utm_campaign=88fb700fb2-Dementia_E_Bulletin_January_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_27c21250a5-88fb700fb2-
http://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile-group/mental-health/profile/dementia/data
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/dementia-documents-and-links.php#P1
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Commissioners event  
 
This event, held on 2

nd
 March, was packed with interesting presentations and 

workshops, including the Scottish Think Delirium project, a pilot clinic to follow up 
patients who experience delirium, delirium training for care home staff and an 
update on Cognitive Assessment tools.  All of the presentations can be found on 
the YH SCN Dementia website here.  Key actions from the day include: 
 

 SCN to collate a toolkit of resources to support prevention, identification and 

management of delirium  

 SCN to develop a resource for MH services showing costs of commonly used 

medications, including different formularies 

 SCN guidance for the Assessment of Cardiac Status before Prescribing Acetyl 

Cholinesterase Inhibitors– now in final draft, to be distributed by end of April 

Quality Improvement Awards 
Submissions to the QI Awards are now closed.  Thank you for all your applications!  
We received 27 applications in total, representing a varied cross-section of the 
great work happening to improve dementia care.  Judging has now commenced 
and we will be in touch with applicants shortly!  

 
 

Reflections from the SCN dementia team 
 
A message from Dr Oliver Corrado – YH SCN Joint Clinical 
Lead 

 
The Royal College of Psychiatrist’s Centre for Quality 
Improvement (CCQI) will be coordinating the 3

rd
 National Audit 

of Dementia (NAD) care in hospitals from April this year.  
 

Whilst the audit’s main thrust will be the same as previous years (an organizational 
check list and a case note audit) this year’s will have some important differences.  
 
This year ‘community hospitals’ will be included as well as general hospital sites. 
The organizational checklist will incorporate a representative staff survey to 
determine whether they have received education and training in dementia and also 
a carers’ survey seeking their opinion about care.  
 
Further information about the audit will be sent out soon by Chloe Hood the CCQI’s 
audit lead. I realize that these audits entail a significant amount of work for 
hospitals’ dementia teams, but the information gleaned is extremely important and 
the two previous audits (in 2011 and 2013) have significantly helped to improve the 
care of people with dementia. We are very keen to hear about any initiatives or 
improvements which have resulted from previous audits so please do send us any 
examples for inclusion in future editions of this bulletin.  I realise it means extra 
work but please do support the 2016 audit. 
 
On the subject of reports the Alzheimer’s Society recently produced an extremely 
interesting one on hospital care entitled ‘Fix Dementia Care: Hospitals’. The 
Alzheimer’s Society’s campaign to improve the care and support of people with 
dementia in the UK is second to none, and I have always been a huge supporter of 
previous campaigns.  
 
However I really do feel the key to improving hospital care is working in partnership 

http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/Dementia-Meetings.php#JCL
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=2907
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with hospitals rather than campaigning against them. This report principally relied 
on obtaining information from hospital trusts through the Freedom of Information 
Act rather than engaging with hospitals’ Dementia leads, and the response rate 
may have been poor as a result (only 53% of hospitals responded). The report also 
showed that people aged over 65 with dementia stayed twice as long in hospital 
compared to those without dementia. Whilst this is an extremely important point 
surely the ‘blame’ for this shouldn’t be directed at hospitals when it invariably 
results from a delay in social care assessment and provision?  
 
Successful campaigning on the part of Alzheimer’s Society and the DAA have 
helped ensure that almost all hospitals now have a Dementia Lead, it is important 
that we work together to improve the hospital care of these patients. This 
necessitates looking at the whole care pathway to ensure people with dementia 
(and their carers) get optimal care and support, an approach which the SCN are 
promoting across Yorkshire & Humber. 
 
Upcoming dementia events and meetings 
 
Acute Hospitals Dementia Champions Group 
Wednesday 13th April, 2.15-4.30pm - Waterton Park, Wakefield 
 
DAA and SCN Quality Improvement Awards – Across the Pennines 
Friday 13

th
 May – Horizons, Leeds 

 
The Human Touch 
Wednesday, 6th April, 3.30pm - University of Huddersfield 
A collection of stories exploring the UK care system through the eyes of the cared 
for, and the carers. Click here to register. 
 
'Creative Arts in Hospitals' webinar  
Thursday 14th April, 1pm 
This webinar will explore the use of the arts within hospitals and healthcare, 
discuss some of the major research findings, and use a number of case studies to 
explain how art forms can support different mental and physical health conditions 
To register follow this link 
 

UK Dementia Congress 2016, 1-3 November 2016, Brighton 

Call for Presentations now open. More details here.  

News In Brief 
 
Challenge on dementia 2020: implementation plan 
A new implementation plan sets out how the commitments within the Prime 
Minister’s challenge on dementia will be met. It includes priority actions, and the 
organisation responsible, across 4 themes: 
• risk reduction 
• health and care 
• awareness 
• social action 
 
The plan was developed in partnership with a range of stakeholders, including 
people with dementia and carers. 
 
A new dementia currency in primary care 
Professor Alistair Burns says GPs should be empowered to make a dementia 
diagnosis if they think it is clinically justified and appropriate. 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-human-touch-by-breathe-out-theatre-tickets-22214075899?utm_term=attend&invite=OTU4Mjk0Ny9wZW5ueS5raXJrQG5ocy5uZXQvMA%3D%3D&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&ref=enivtefor001
https://event.webcasts.com/starthere.jsp?ei=1094311&utm_campaign=1115090_Creative%20Arts%20in%20Hospitals%20webinar&utm_medium=email&utm_source=The%20Royal%20Society%20for%20Public%20Health&dm_i=2LGE,NWEQ,5PXHXA,1K5KO,1
http://www.careinfo.org/ukdc-2016/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/challenge-on-dementia-2020-implementation-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/challenge-on-dementia-2020-implementation-plan
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2016/03/alistair-burns-18/
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New leaflet available on how to reduce your risk of dementia 
 
New study shows that earplugs appear to reduce the risk of patients in intensive 
care units (ICU) developing delirium. 
  
Impact of Dementia QOF - The University of York Centre for Economics has 
published a policy briefing Higher quality dementia care summarising the impact of 
the QOF dementia review on the quality of care received by those with dementia.  
 
New NICE guidelines on the care of dying adults in the last days of life contain 
advice specific advice on caring for people with dementia. This blog from DSDC 
details the points most relevant to dementia care. 
 
Alzheimer’s Society publish their manifesto for a Dementia Friendly London. 
 
Is your Dementia glass half empty or half full? 
A story looking at a comparison between an experiential model and a biomedical 
model in relation to dementia care. 
 
Research highlights of 2015 
The Alzheimer’s Society has identified its research highlights from 2015. 
 
Useful Resources 
 
Chain Network 
CHAIN has recently established a Dementia subgroup.  If you are interested in 
joining chain please follow this link http://chain.ulcc.ac.uk/join.html.  You can 
access useful resources on the Dementia on the sub-group’s ‘resources’ site, 
including: 
 

 Dementia guide for carers and care providers  

 The Learning Location -Training tools & resources for those caring for people 

with dementia. 

 www.raceagainstdementia.com/ - an alliance of groups providing information 

and support to people from Black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) 

communities in the UK 

 Dementia information for BAME communities.   

Who produces this bulletin? 
This bulletin is produced by the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
for Dementia. It is provided on an opt-out basis.  If you received this email in error, 
or no longer want to receive the bulletin, email england.yhscn@nhs.net with the 
words 'Unsubscribe Dementia Bulletin' in the subject line. 
 
Disclaimer: The content of this bulletin does not necessarily reflect the views of 
NHS England, but is provided as a rapid information service for staff interested in 
dementia Strategic Clinical Network.  All links from this bulletin are provided for 
information only.  A link does not imply endorsement of that site.  We do not accept 
responsibility for the sites linked to, or the information displayed there. 
 
Please contact Penny.Kirk@nhs.net or colinsloane@nhs.net  if you require any 
more information on the content of this bulletin or if you would like to share any 
information or news. We would love to hear from you.  

 

 

http://www.healthcheck.nhs.uk/document.php?o=327
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000227/earplugs-may-reduce-risk-of-confusion-in-patients-while-in-intensive-care?utm_source=NIHR+Dissemination+Centre+mailing+list&utm_campaign=f09fa9d9ff-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_286155606c-f09fa9d9ff-167853093
http://www.york.ac.uk/che/news/2016/policy-brief-dementia/
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng31?utm_source=Dementia+Centre+Newsletter&utm_campaign=28d15b4337-DSDC_Newsletter_February_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_ac5a4269f5-28d15b4337-114171141
http://stir.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5cb73bc9b69b28d077553526c&id=70b6e7c749&e=076de3f59c
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/site/scripts/download_info.php?fileID=2959
http://myalzheimersstory.com/2015/10/10/is-your-dementia-glass-half-empty-or-half-full/
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/site/scripts/documents_info.php?documentID=3168&utm_source=Dementia+EBulletin&utm_campaign=88fb700fb2-Dementia_E_Bulletin_January_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_27c21250a5-88fb700fb2-
http://chain.ulcc.ac.uk/join.html
http://chain.ulcc.ac.uk/subgroup_resources.html#DE
http://cidr.textmatters.com/
http://www.learning-location.com/
http://www.raceagainstdementia.com/
http://www.cnwl.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/Memory-Services-Handbook-final.pdf
mailto:Penny.Kirk@nhs.net
mailto:colinsloane@nhs.net

