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Welcome! 
Welcome to the January issue of the NHS Yorkshire and the Humber Clinical 
Network (YHCN) bulletin that aims to bring you the latest news and information 
about dementia in the region. Please forward to your networks and colleagues. 
 
In this issue: 
 

• Dementia CN programme update 
• Sharing practice from Yorkshire and the Humber 
• News 
• New resources 
• Research 

 
Have a look at previous issues or download a PDF version of our bulletin here.  
 
 
Dementia CN programme update  
 
Dementia diagnosis rates 
The estimated diagnosis rate for people with dementia in Yorkshire and Humber 
was 71.5% at the end of November.  This is lower than the North of England 
regional average (72.9%) but higher than the national average of 68.0%.  For a 
summary of the November position and change by month for CCGs across 
Yorkshire & Humber click here. 16 out of 23 CCGs are currently exceeding the 
national ambition of 66.7%. Monthly rates at CCG level and numbers on GP 
practice dementia registers are now made available at: 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/dementia/monthly-workbook/. 
  
Changes to diagnosis rates methodology 
The methodology used to calculate dementia prevalence estimates will change 
from 1st April 2017 and this will impact on CCG dementia diagnosis rates with 
implications for CCG planning trajectories.  The new method will use the registered 
population from GP lists instead of ONS population estimates.  In Yorks & Humber, 
12 CCG rates will increase as a result of the change (range from 0.7-9.5% 
increase) and 11 CCG rates will decrease (range -0.9% to -14.0%).  To see the 
impact on rates for your CCG (based on numbers on GP practice dementia 
registers as at end of October) click here.  For more information click here.  
 
National clinical director for dementia CCG letters 
The National Clinical Director for Dementia, Professor Alistair Burns has been 
writing to CCGs with the national dementia diagnosis rate in order to achieve and 
maintain the national ambition of diagnosing 2/3rd of the estimated population living 
with dementia. 

http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/YHSCNDementiaBulletin.php
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/media/PDFs/mhdn/Dementia/Dementia%20Diagnosis/2016/201611%20CCG%20Graph%20diagnosis%20rates.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/dementia/monthly-workbook/
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/media/PDFs/mhdn/Dementia/Dementia%20Diagnosis/2016/Estimated%20diagnosis%20rate%20by%20CCG.XLSX
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/media/PDFs/mhdn/Dementia/Dementia%20Diagnosis/2016/DDR%20FAQ%20Final.pdf


 
The monthly CCG letters can be found below with the national dementia diagnosis 
rates alongside general updates on national priorities. Commissioners are asked to 
cascade this information to member practices. 
 

• CCG Letter – Dementia Diagnosis Rates – November 2016 
  
Quality improvement awards 2017- Last chance to apply! This year’s awards 
will celebrate the great work happening in dementia across an even wider 
geographical area as we expand to the North of England for the 4th year. The 
awards are led by the Dementia Clinical Networks working in partnership with the 
Dementia Action Alliances in the North of England. Anyone working with people 
with dementia and their carers within the north region are invited to enter their 
dementia-related quality improvement project. There are five categories that have 
been aligned to the ‘well pathway' for dementia, plus a feature category 
on delirium. Visit this page for more info and details how to apply. Closing date is 
12th January.  
 
Interested in mental health? Why not check out the Yorkshire and the Humber 
Mental Health Network E-Bulletin? Click here to read more. 
 
 
Sharing practice from Yorkshire and the Humber 
 
ALL INN project, Leeds 
An opportunity to influence the development of technology to help people live well 
with dementia is available as part of the Assisted Living Leeds Innovation or ‘ALL 
INN’ project. ALL INN is a joint project between Leeds City Council and Leeds 
Beckett University aimed at driving inclusion and innovation in assistive technology. 
A session on Friday 3rd February, at Assisted Living Leeds, aims to learn from 
professionals, carers and people living with dementia to help influence designs. 
People with dementia and their carers who attend will receive a shopping voucher 
to say thank you. Please contact Suzanne Morton for more information on 07584 
581 656 or Suzanne.morton@leeds.gov.uk. There is also a dedication blog on the 
project https://allinnsite.wordpress.com. 
 
Did you miss the Emmerdale insight into how Ashley - who lives with 
dementia - now sees and experiences the world? 
You can catch up on it here.  
 
Museums for people with dementia 
Museums in Ripon and Harrogate are hosting a series of free activities for people 
with dementia, their families and carers. They are open to anyone living with 
dementia, whether they have a particular interest in art and history, want to have a 
go at something new such as rag-rugging, print making or pottery. For more 
information about dates and venues, contact Wendy Hunwick-Brown on 01765-
690799 or email wendy.hunwick-brown@riponmuseums.co.uk.  
 
Putting occupation back into occupational activity 
Rebecca Haythorne, a rotational OT working in Leeds, reflects on her first post-
qualifying role and the impact that OT can have on improving the quality of life for 
those living in residential and nursing homes. Read more here. 
 
Volunteer police cadets become Dementia Friends 
20 Volunteer Police Cadets from York and their leaders have become Dementia 
Friends thanks to an Alzheimer’s Society initiative. Read more about it here.  

https://www.england.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2016/12/ccg-letter-december-2016.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/mentalhealth/wp-content/uploads/sites/29/2016/03/dementia-well-pathway.pdf
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/QualityImprovementAwards.php#delirium
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/Dementia/QualityImprovementAwards.php
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/mental-health-clinic/mental-health-network/MH-documents-and-links.php
mailto:Suzanne.morton@leeds.gov.uk
https://allinnsite.wordpress.com/
http://www.itv.com/hub/emmerdale/1a8694a7699
mailto:wendy.hunwick-brown@riponmuseums.co.uk
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/media/PDFs/mhdn/Dementia/Meetings/Putting%20Occupation%20back%20into%20Occupational%20Activity.pdf
https://northyorkshire.police.uk/news/volunteer-police-cadets-become-dementia-friends/


 
 
News 
 
Truth and lying in dementia care 
The Mental Health Foundation has published What is truth? An inquiry about truth 
and lying in dementia care.  Commissioned by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 
this report concerns people with dementia who experience a reality or set of beliefs 
different from those around them.  It investigates what these experiences may 
mean for people living with dementia, carers, family members and practitioners. It 
examines why, when and how “non-truth” telling is justified in supporting the 
wellbeing of the person with dementia with these experiences. 
 
Director announced to lead landmark UK Dementia Research Institute 
Professor Bart De Strooper, from the University of Leuven in Belgium, has been 
appointed as the director of the new Dementia Research Institute (DRI). The 
Institute’s ‘Hub’ will be based at University College London (UCL) which will link 
closely to a number of yet to be announced centres across the UK. You can read a 
blog here: ‘Creating a culture of involvement for the UK Dementia Research 
Institute’ to hear from those who took part in the panel. 
 
Quality standard: Mental wellbeing older people 
NICE has published a new Quality Standard Mental wellbeing and independence 
for older people (QS137). This quality standard covers interventions to maintain 
and improve the mental wellbeing and independence of people aged 65 or older, 
and how to identify those at risk of a decline. It describes high-quality care in 
priority areas for improvement. 
 
 
New resources 
 
Changing risk behaviours and promoting cognitive health in older adults: An 
evidence-based resource for local authorities and commissioners 
This resource is intended for local authority commissioners and clinical 
commissioning groups to provide a steer as to what types of interventions they 
should focus on to help the uptake and maintenance of healthy behaviours and 
promote cognitive health among older adults living in the community. It is also 
intended for providers of lifestyle behaviour change programmes to support the 
development of evidence-informed prevention packages for older adults. Read 
more here. 
 
Dementia rights 
Housing LIN has published Our Dementia, Our Rights. The purpose of this guide is 
to bring together in one place the facts about some of the key rights relating to 
dementia in the UK. It is hoped that the publication will empower people with 
dementia, carers and their advocates to use their rights. 
 
Keeping people living with dementia safe 
Nationally it is recognised that Dementia is known to be a major factor involved in 
accidental house fires and fire related injuries and deaths. South Yorkshire 
Dementia Action Alliances and South Yorkshire Fire & Rescue (SYFR) work in 
partnership and deliver the Dementia Fire & Home Safety Project. The emphasis of 
the project is to:  
 

• Preserve the independence and identity of people living with dementia; and 

http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/what-truth-inquiry-about-truth-and-lying-dementia-care
http://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/publications/what-truth-inquiry-about-truth-and-lying-dementia-care
https://blog.alzheimers.org.uk/research/dementia-research-institute/?_ga=1.165384959.1557284104.1481723230
https://blog.alzheimers.org.uk/research/dementia-research-institute/?_ga=1.165384959.1557284104.1481723230
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs137
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs137
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/571471/changing_risk_cognitive_health_report.pdf
http://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/type/resource/?cid=10346


• Enable people to live well with dementia safely in their own home for as 
long as possible. 

The video is aimed at families, friends, carers of people living with dementia and 
organisations that work with anyone living with dementia. 
 
Making an impact together 
In November 2016 this guide was launched at the UK Dementia Congress in 
Brighton and at the Alzheimer Europe conference in Copenhagen. It aims to help 
other people with dementia in influencing and activism groups.  To complement the 
guide, Dementia Diaries produced film ‘The Impact of Dementia Activism’, in which 
seven members of the DEEP groups describe how they are trying to have an 
impact on social policy, practice and attitudes. Download the booklet and view the 
video at the Dementia Without Walls website.  
 
 
Research 
 
Did you miss our Bridging the Gap research event? Colin Slone, Quality 
Improvement Lead for Dementia Clinical Network reflects on the day. Read more 
here.  
 
 
Who produces this bulletin? 
This bulletin is produced by the Yorkshire and Humber Clinical Network for 
Dementia. It is provided on an opt-out basis.  If you received this email in error, or 
no longer want to receive the bulletin, email england.yhscn@nhs.net with the words 
'Unsubscribe Dementia Bulletin' in the subject line. 
 
Disclaimer: The content of this bulletin does not necessarily reflect the views of 
NHS England, but is provided as a rapid information service for staff interested in 
Dementia Clinical Network.  All links from this bulletin are provided for information 
only.  A link does not imply endorsement of that site.  We do not accept 
responsibility for the sites linked to, or the information displayed there. 
 
Please contact Penny.Kirk@nhs.net, Nicola.Phillis@nhs.net or 
ColinSloane@nhs.net if you require any more information or if you would like to 
share any information or news. We would love to hear from you.   

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oohXx07goXU&list=PLf2yq-DnIHMW2jDlbftfDVoQn3JHysBkc
http://dementiawithoutwalls.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Making-An-Impact-Together.pdf
http://dementiawithoutwalls.org.uk/thinking-differently-about-dementia/engagement/
http://www.yhscn.nhs.uk/media/PDFs/mhdn/Dementia/Meetings/Bridging%20the%20Gap%20Research%20event%20piece.pdf
mailto:Penny.Kirk@nhs.net
mailto:Nicola.Phillis@nhs.net
mailto:ColinSloane@nhs.net

