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Welcome! 
Welcome to the fifth NHS Yorkshire and the Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
(YHSCN) bulletin that aims to bring you the latest news and information about 
dementia in the region.  
 
We hope you find this a useful and informative read. Any feedback is very welcome 
and we invite suggestions for future content/items for inclusion.  
 
In this issue: 
 
• Dementia SCN programme update 
• Reflections from the SCN team 
• Upcoming dementia SCN events and meetings 
• Sharing good practice from the Yorkshire and the Humber 
• Dementia awareness week 
• Resources, tools and guidance 
• Research into practice 
• NEWS 
 
 

Dementia SCN Programme Update 
 
Dementia SCN Work Programme 2015/16 
The YH SCN Dementia work programme is in draft and available to view here. 
Please email either Penny.Kirk@nhs.net or Nicola.Phillis@nhs.net with any 
comments or feedback by Friday 12th June.  
 
Quality Improvement Awards 
Twenty two applications were received as part of the quality improvement awards. 
Five will be shortlisted for the final which will be presented as part of the ‘Ahead of 
the Game in Dementia’ event on the 25th June.  
 
Dementia Diagnosis Rate Update 
There has been no diagnosis rate information this month as there is a delay to the 
release of figures due to the change in the method used to calculate expected 
dementia prevalence (moving to CFAS-II).   Data for end April and end May rates 
will be published in July. 
 
The future of the Dementia Prevalence Calculator/primary care web tool is currently 
under discussion.  If this tool is retained it is likely to look somewhat different in the 
future as there is a move away from publishing data at GP practice level as the 
numbers are small and the confidence intervals are large.  The national team are 
considering whether they can incorporate the facility to view data for other 
geographical areas e.g. as well as CCG level rates to enable users to view data at 



local authority and health and wellbeing board level.   
 
Dementia Technical Resources 
Further development is ongoing to adapt technical resources for the dementia QOF 
and DES for 2015/16, following feedback from primary care.  The final draft of the 
templates and supporting documentation are expected to go live by the end of June 
and the following webinars will give additional information for practices: 
 

• Wednesday 1st July  

o 12:00 – 12:30 DES  

o 12.30 - 13:00  QOF 

 

• Friday 17th July 

o 11:00 – 11:30 DES 

o 11.30 – 12:00 QOF 

Just a reminder that practices who wish to participate in the DES need to have 
responded in writing to the invitation to participate by no later than 30th June 2015. 
 
To join the visual component of the webinar, go to: www.webjoin.com  
When prompted, please enter the following participant passcode: 68452436 
 
Please note that as well as joining the webinar online (which gives you access to 
the visual component), you also need to dial in so that you can hear the discussion. 
Once you’ve joined the webinar, you will be asked to enter a phone number for the 
system to call you back on. However if for any reason you’re having trouble with 
accessing the audioconference in this way, you can phone in by dialling 0800 
9171950 and entering the passcode 68452436 then # when prompted. 
 
 

Reflections from the Dementia SCN Team  
 
Penny Kirk, Quality Improvement Manager for the YH Dementia SCN reflects on 
her invitation to watch the pre-screening of a new film, Still Alice, at No. 10 
Downing Street.  
 
“My name was picked out of a hatful of Dementia Friends Champions for an invite 
to watch the pre-screening of a new film, Still Alice, at No. 10 Downing Street along 
with about 30 others.   
 
At the allocated time, our group were ushered through the No. 10 security gate, 
taken through an airport-style security scanner and then into No. 10.  We left 
mobile phones and other electronic devices in a set of cubbyholes by the door as 
no photos are permitted inside Downing Street.  
 
Our escort took us up the famous staircase with the hanging portraits of all the 
previous Prime Minister’s (no sign of Hugh Grant!) and through a series of grand 
function rooms where we were offered canapés and drinks.  Finally we were 
ushered into a smaller room (part of the original servant’s quarters) with a screen 
set up at the front, offered cartons of popcorn and invited to take seats.  I did feel a 
bit like an extra in Downton!   
 
Julianne Moore, David Cameron and Jeremy Hughes, CEO of the Alzheimer’s 
Society joined us at this stage to welcome us and to introduce the film.  “Still Alice” 
is based on the book of the same name by Lisa Genova and stars the Oscar-



winning Julianne Moore in the lead role of Alice, a Harvard University Professor 
who develops early-onset Alzheimer’s Disease.  The film shares Alice’s journey 
with you - from first experiencing disorientating and at times frightening early 
symptoms, through the trauma of receiving a diagnosis and the resulting life 
changes at work and home - highlighting particularly the impact on family 
relationships as the disease progresses.  
 
The film is not an easy watch at times and brings home how isolating the condition 
can be, particularly for people who develop it at a younger age.  But the title of the 
film and a speech from Alice underline the importance of helping individuals who 
are living with dementia to maintain their identity as the disease progresses and as 
parts of their lives are lost (job, colleagues, memories).  And it very clearly 
reinforces the importance of continuing to develop Dementia Friendly Communities, 
promoting awareness and understanding of dementia among the wider population.” 
 
 

Upcoming YH SCN Dementia Events and Meetings 
 

• Ahead of the game in dementia. Sharing Good Practice Event - 25th 

June 2015, Elland Road, Leeds   

• Regional Dementia Leads Group, 22nd September 2015, 9:30- 12:30, 

Venue TBC 

• Joint Clinical Leads meeting, 8th October 2015, all day, venue TBC 

• Regional Dementia Leads Group, 1st December 2015, 9.30-12.30, 

venue TBC 

• Acute Dementia Champions Group, 9th December 2015, 14:00- 16:30, 

Venue TBC 

 
 

Other Events  
 

• Celebration of Admiral Nursing –  2nd June 2015 – 20 Cavendish 

Square, London  

• Getting Along Programme Project Findings -  9th June 2015 – The Folk 

Hall, York 

• Using life story work in dementia care – 11th June 2015 - Conference 

Suite, Innovation Centre, Science Park, University of York 

• Celebrating Carers Event – 12th June 2015 – 10pm- 2pm – Winning 

Post, Moorlands 

• Understanding Behaviour in Dementia Care – 25th June 2015 – 

Dementia Services Development Centre, Manchester 

• Human Rights in Dementia – 10th September 2015 – University of 

Manchester, Salford  

• Memory Disorders in Clinical Practice – 23rd October 2015 – Horizon, 

Leeds 

• Hearts and Minds: An ECG Update – 24th November 205 – Met Hotel, 

Leeds 

 
 

Sharing Practice from Yorkshire and the Humber 



 
Dementia Arts Exhibition at the Doncaster Museum and Art Gallery  
This month saw the official open of the dementia arts exhibition at the Doncaster 
Museum and Art Gallery by Cllr Pat Knight. The exhibition included pictures, 
paintings, photography, poetry, craft work, short stories, sculptures and pottery to 
tell the story of dementia. 
 
Dementia Friendly York 
Healthwatch York has received funding from Joseph Rowntree Foundation (JRF) in 
order to carry out a two-year project with the aim of taking York closer to being the 
first dementia-friendly city in the UK. Click here for more info.  
 
 

Dementia Awareness Week Activities across Yorkshire & 
Humber  
 
Hull and East Riding 
Hull and East Riding hosted a series of events including Dementia Friends 
sessions, a musical memories event, and a zumbathon!  
 
Leeds Irish Health and Homes and Touchstone 
Leeds Irish Health and Homes and Touchstone held a free information event for 
people across Leeds. The event included a presentation by Dr Oliver Corrado, 
information about dementia support groups and an arts session by West Yorkshire 
Playhouse.  
 
Living Well with Dementia Event- Bradford 
Partners from across the Bradford joined together to deliver a one-day event . 
There was the opportunity to take part in workshops, visit information/interactive 
stalls, and enjoy refreshments, cake and entertainment in their pop-up Well Being 
Café. 
 
Wakefield Dementia Friendly Library 
Wakefield launched what is believed to be the first library in the country designed 
with The Alzheimer’s Society to be entirely dementia friendly. The layout includes 
subtle design features which are specifically incorporated to make it easier for 
people living with dementia to use. Read about the dementia friendly elements of 
the design here. For more information please contact Georgina Swift, Health 
Improvement Specialist. 
 
Fire Service in South Yorkshire Offer Free Home Safety Checks for People 
Living with Dementia 
Fire service in South Yorkshire are offering free home safety checks for people with 
memory concerns to help draw attention to fire risks. Fire officers attended a 
number of events to offer advice about preventing fires. Read more about it here.  
 
Twitter #yhdementia 
We saw some great activity on our Twitter newsfeed as part of #DAW2015. It was 
good to see #yhdementia being used.  
 
Got something to tweet about dementia in the Yorkshire and Humber area? Use 
the #yhdementia to tag your tweet. Or, grab your binoculars and come and follow 
us @yhscn_mhdn. 
 
 



Resources Tools and Guidance 
 
NHS Health Checks Connect in to Raising Dementia Awareness 
Read more about best practice in NHS health checks and the link to raising 
dementia awareness here and download supportive patient information resources 
(available in 16 languages).  
 
Dementia in a Nutshell 
Download Dementia in a nutshell. An information sheet detailing important 
principles about dementia, particularly aimed at GPs and primary care colleagues.   
 
NEW How can I Reduce my Risk of Dementia? 
A NEW booklet giving useful tips on how to reduce the risk of developing dementia 
can be downloaded from the Doncaster CCG website. This eight page booklet is 
packed full of lifestyle advice, including guidance on exercise, which foods to eat, 
maintaining a healthy weight and more. 
 
NEW Stand by me Dementia FREE eLearning Course Launched! 
A new online resource to improve communication and care for people living with 
dementia was launched in April at the University of Worcester. The Stand By Me 
free e-learning course is aimed at health and social care practitioners to help them 
deliver high quality, person-centred care to people living with dementia and their 
families. Access the course here.  
 
Understanding the Benefits of a Dementia Diagnosis 
Tackling the challenges of dementia. A new fact sheet developed by East Riding of 
Yorkshire CCG and Alzheimer's Society details the benefits of an early dementia 
diagnosis and is targeted particularly at GPs. 
 
 

Research into Practice 
 
Changing Practice in Dementia Care in the Community: Developing and 
Testing Evidence-Based Interventions, from Timely Diagnosis to End of Life 
(EVIDEM) 
The needs of people with dementia and their carers are inadequately addressed at 
all key points in the illness trajectory, from diagnosis through to end-of-life care. 
The EVIDEM (Evidence-based Interventions in Dementia) research and 
development programme (2007–12) was designed to help change this situation 
within real-life settings. The conclusions of this work include the following: 

• A tailored educational intervention for general practice does not 

change practice, even when incentives, policy pressure and consumer 

demand create a favourable environment for change 

• Physical exercise has potential as a therapy for BPSD and deserves 

further investigation 

• incontinence is a common but unrecognised problem for people with 

dementia in the community 

• changes in relationships between care homes and general practice can 

be achieved, with benefits for people with dementia at the end of life 

and for the UK NHS 

This study suggests that further work is required to: enhance clinical practice 
around dementia in general practice; investigate the apparent beneficial effect of 
physical activity on BPSD and carer well-being; develop case-finding methods for 



incontinence in people with dementia; optimise working relationships between NHS 
staff and care homes; and reinforce practitioner understanding of the MCA 2005. 
 
Read more about it here.  
 
New Research in Bradford 
London School of Economics, Oxford University and the University of Bradford aim 
to make sure dementia services in the Bradford district are providing the best 
possible value-for-money. The five-year research project, funded by the Health 
Foundation, aims to measure the cost-effectiveness of every £1 spent on health, 
social care and support services for those living with dementia. Find out more here. 
University of Bradford will be introducing this project at ‘Ahead of the game in 
dementia’ 25th June 2015, Elland Road, Leeds as part of the workshop on Post 
Diagnostic Support.   
 
Evidence Base for Post-diagnostic Support 
The theme for the Regional Dementia Leads meeting on 12th May was post-
diagnostic support and the group heard from a range of academic speakers about 
the evidence basis (in some cases lack of!) for post-diagnostic support.  You can 
access the speaker presentations here. 
 
 

News 
 
Dementia Friendly Awards: Share your success story with the world! 
For the past three years individuals, groups and organisations across Yorkshire 
and Humber have been actively working to create dementia-friendly communities 
which provide an inclusive and supportive environment for people living with 
dementia, their families and carers. Now is your chance to receive recognition for 
all that hard work!  Please consider submitting your entry for Alzheimer’s Society’s 
second Dementia Friendly Awards. Applications close at 5pm on Monday 29th 
June 2015. Good luck! 
 
Improving Dementia Care: CQUINS and Enhanced Services 
Read Alistair Burns blog on the national dementia CQUIN (Commissioning for 
Quality and Innovation) which is now in its fourth year and has had a positive and 
wide ranging impact on the profile of dementia in general hospitals. Alistair also 
outlines the changes to the dementia enhanced service for 2015/16. 
 
Differentiating Dementia, Delirium and Depression 
Nursing Times Learning has launched a new learning unit on how to tell the 
difference between dementia, delirium and depression in older people, to ensure 
they receive the right care.  
 
Widening Dementia Care: How can community pharmacy help? 
The government’s plan for dementia care includes identifying and supporting more 
people with the condition by harnessing the expertise of those working with older 
people in the community. So how can community pharmacy help? 
 
TRFT Library & Knowledge Service Dementia Research Bulletin 
Click here for the latest Dementia bulletin, which brings together key dementia 
related research, news reports and journal articles to appear in March/April 2015. 
 
Workforce Development Innovation Fund – open for applications 
The Skills for Care Workforce Development Innovation Fund (WDIF) is a special 
funding stream within the Workforce Development Fund which supports innovative 



projects which increase the skills and competence of staff. Its fundamental aim is to 
improve service quality and embed person centred values within the workforce.  It 
is open to applications from adult social care employers only. You’ll need to be 
quick as the closing date for application is 1pm on 5 June 2015.   
 
Dementia is a Challenge to the Entire Planet – Professor Alistair Burns 
NHS England’s National Clinical Director for Dementia reports from Geneva on the 
first World Health Organisation Ministerial Conference on Global Action Against 
Dementia. The main points in the declaration were: 
 

• Raising the priority accorded to global efforts for dementia; 

• Strengthening capacity, leadership, governance, multi-sector action 

and partnerships; 

• Promoting a better understanding of dementia, raising public 

awareness and engagement, including the respect for their human 

rights, 

• Reducing stigma and discrimination, and fostering greater participation, 

social inclusion and integration of people living with dementia; 

• Advancing prevention, risk reduction, diagnosis and treatment of 

dementia, consistent with current and emerging evidence; 

• Facilitating technological and social innovations; 

• Increasing collective efforts in dementia research; 

• Facilitating the coordinated delivery of health and social care for people 

• Capacity building of the workforce, supporting mutual care taking 

across generations on an individual, family and society level, and 

strengthening support and services for their caregivers and families; 

• Supporting a gender-sensitive approach; 

• Promoting further work in identifying barriers to dementia care; 

• Strengthening international efforts to support plans and policies at all 

levels for people living with dementia, in particular in low- and middle-

income countries; 

• Supporting the efforts of the World Health Organisation. 

The full article is available to download here.  
 
Have You Read the Recent June Andrews book?  
Dementia: The One-Stop Guide: Practical advice for families, professionals, and 
people living with dementia and Alzheimer's Disease? If so, are you prepared to do 
a review for Dementiacarer.net? Please visit www.dementiacarer.net to post your 
review. 
 
Innovations in Dementia CIC 
The most recent Innovations in Dementia newsletter is now available to download 
featuring information on rights and dementia, dementia peer support and care 
home whispers.  
 
 
Who produces this bulletin? 
This bulletin is produced by the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
for Dementia. It is provided on an opt-out basis.  If you received this email in error, 
or no longer want to receive the bulletin, email england.yhscn@nhs.net with the 
words 'Unsubscribe Dementia Bulletin' in the subject line. 
 



Disclaimer: The content of this bulletin does not necessarily reflect the views of 
NHS England, but is provided as a rapid information service for staff interested in 
dementia Strategic Clinical Network.  All links from this bulletin are provided for 
information only.  A link does not imply endorsement of that site.  We do not accept 
responsibility for the sites linked to, or the information displayed there. 
 
Please contact Penny.Kirk@nhs.net or Nicola.Phillis@nhs.net if you require any 
more information on the content of this bulletin or if you would like to share any 
information or news. We would love to hear from you.  
 

 

 


