
Dementia e-bulletin  Issue 02 
February 2015 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to the second NHS Yorkshire and the Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
(YHSCN) bulletin that aims to bring you the latest news and information about 
dementia in the region.  
 
We hope you find this a useful and informative read. Any feedback is very welcome 
and we invite suggestions for future content/items for inclusion.  
 

In this issue: 
 

• Dementia SCN programme update 

• Reflections from Clinical Leads  

• Upcoming dementia SCN events and meetings 

• Sharing good practice from the Yorkshire and the Humber 

• Resources, tools and guidance 

• News 

 
 

Dementia SCN Programme Update 
 
Dementia Diagnosis 
Dementia diagnosis rates remained at an average of 63.6% across Yorkshire & 
Humber during January. All areas are continuing to work towards achieving the 
67% ambition.  The following actions can help:   
 

1. Dementia Quality Toolkit – check whether there are patients on dementia 

medication who haven't yet been added to the register. Although there are 

rare cases where these are prescribed for other conditions, the vast 

majority of people can be added directly to the register.  This is a quick win, 

so a positive message for GP practices. 

2. Care homes – check how are people with dementia who are living in care 

homes are being identified and supported  

3. As detailed in the monthly CCG letters from Alistair Burns, there is a new 

opportunity for practices to access data which identifies those patients who 

have been coded as having dementia during an acute hospital admission 

(also known as SUS data).   Find out more here. 

4. A new resource to support practices to deliver the original DES, 

Facilitating Timely Diagnosis and Support for People with Dementia 

has been launched this month (see below) to help practices deliver on the 

original dementia DES. 

New Dementia Technical Support Package for SystmOne Practices 



We are pleased to announce we now have a Yorkshire & Humber-wide dementia 
technical support package for SystmOne practices.  This package will help 
practices to meet the requirements for the DES/ES and QOF for Dementia and has 
been developed by Yorkshire & Humber Commissioning Support. 
 
The package will guide clinicians through the requirements for each scheme and 
ensure appropriate codes are collected to evidence that work has taken place.  
Please see the full technical implementation guide for more information. 
 
New Y&H SCN Neuroimaging Guidance in Dementia  
This guidance has been written by the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Clinical 
Network for Dementia working group which included old age psychiatrists, 
physicians, radiologists and a GP. 
 
The purpose of this guidance is to advise clinicians in primary and secondary care 
on the role of neuro-imaging in the assessment of dementia. It addresses the 
questions of when neuro-imaging should be undertaken and which scan should be 
requested. It also emphasises the importance of providing detailed information on 
request forms to obtain the best reports. 
 
Dementia Quality Improvement Award- Entries Open! 
There is still time to send an application in for the Dementia Quality Improvement 
Awards. An abstract of no more than 400 words in total should be submitted 
to nicola.phillis@nhs.net by Monday 11th May 2015. There has been a great 
response so far.  
 
 

Reflections from the Dementia Clinical Leads 
 
Dr Oliver Corrado Joint Clinical Lead for the Dementia 
SCN reflects on the past year, outlines his view of the 
SCN’s plans for the coming year and describes the 
recently introduced regional Quality Improvement award 
for dementia. 
 
“Time seems to fly by incredibly quickly, or may be its just that 
I’m at an age where I’m more conscious of it!? The Yorkshire 
and Humber SCN for dementia was launched in September 
2013 and there have been significant developments in the 

care of people with dementia in the region since then. 
 
Undoubtedly the most important has been the increase in the number of people 
who now have a formal diagnosis of dementia. This has risen from 55% in 
September 2013 to 64% at the end of January 2015 for Yorkshire and Humber. All 
those in the region involved in achieving this change (in primary and secondary 
care and ‘NHS management’) should be congratulated for their hard work in doing 
so.  
 
But what next?  We must progress from merely ‘registering numbers’ to ensuring 
that the knowledge of a diagnosis of dementia translates into better care and 
support for that person and their carers.  
 
We must improve our assessments of people with dementia (and include their 
carers). They should be provided with information which is accessible and easy to 
understand and made aware of the services and facilities available in their locality 



and neighbourhood. Remember dementia isn’t just a ‘mental health’ problem many 
people are frail with other long term conditions and we need to optimise their 
medical management including reviewing their medication and checking 
compliance. Finally when the time comes we need to ensure they get good quality 
end of life care as recent reports would suggest that this isn’t always the case at 
present. 
 
One of the questions which the SCN is frequently asked is should someone 
suspected of having dementia have a brain scan? The SCN has therefore 
produced guidance which we hope will help clarify the situation.  This guidance has 
been written by a group which included physicians, psychiatrists, radiologists and a 
GP and is available to download here.  
 
Celebrating Success! 
 
May I make all healthcare professionals within Yorkshire & Humber (including North 
and North East Lincolnshire) aware of the regional ‘Quality Improvement Award for 
Dementia’. 
 
This award is run by the SCN in conjunction with the regional branch of the 
Dementia Action Alliance. This is the 2nd year we have run the award and the first 
year that we have opened it up to all health professionals, it is a great opportunity 
to show off some of the projects that you have undertaken to improve the care of 
people with dementia. 
 
Further details of the award are available here. Abstracts of no more than 400 
words should be emailed to nicola.phillis@nhs.net by Monday 11th May 2015. 
Authors of the 5 best abstracts will be invited to present their project at the SCN’s 
regional ‘Sharing Good Practice Event’ on Thursday 25 June 2015.  
 
Finally if you have any thoughts on how we can improve the care of people with 
dementia in our region please do feel free to email me on oliver.corrado@nhs.net 
or one of the other members of the SCN team. We would greatly value your 
thoughts ” 
 

 
Upcoming YH SCN Dementia Events and Meetings 
 

• Older People’s Psychiatrists Meeting – 5
th
 March 2015 

• 4th End of Life Care Workshop (dementia) – 12
th
 March 2015 

• Acute Dementia Champions Meeting – 25
th
 March 2015 

• Sharing Good Practice Event - 25
th
 June 2015 – Save the date! 

 

Other events  
 

• Memory Services National Accreditation Programme Specialist Interest 

Day: Improving Waiting Times – 10
th
 March 2015 - The Shine Space, Leeds 

• Family Therapy and Dementia – 23
rd

 April 2015 – Village Hotel, Leeds 

• Celebration of Admiral Nursing –  2
nd

 June 2015 – 20 Cavendish Square, 

London  

 



Sharing Practice from Yorkshire and the Humber 
 
Dementia Friendly Yorkshire Ambulance Service (YAS) NHS Trust  
YAS are working towards becoming Dementia Friendly and as part of this pledge a 
number of improvements have been made to the Transport/Reception Centre at 
Leeds General Infirmary using the Kings Fund ‘Dementia Friendly Hospitals’ 
checklist.  These include new artworks, additional planting, larger clock with both 
day and date displayed.  YAS have also developed a Little Book of Reminiscence 
for use within Patient Transport Services.  The Bradford & Airedale edition is 
available here. For further information, contact Chris Sharp, Head of Leadership & 
Learning, Chris.Sharp@yas.nhs.uk. 
 
Advance Care Plan Booklet: Bradford  
Serious illness and ageing bring challenges that many prefer to avoid thinking 
about. At the same time many fear loss of control about decisions relating to our 
health care. Bradford has developed an advance care plan booklet to help people 
to think ahead and write down what matters to them. Writing preferences down help 
to ensure that anyone who provides care, carers or health professionals, tailors it 
according to individual wishes 
 
Getting Along Pilot Up and Running in York  
Getting Along© is a short programme that supports couples to work together to 
explore the impact of dementia within their relationship and to find mutual ways to 
overcome any presenting difficulties. Innovations in Dementia has been awarded a 
Big Lottery Fund grant which will fund a pilot of the UKs first Getting Along© 
programme in York. For more information click here and to visit Innovations in 
Dementia click here.  
 
Twitter #yhdementia 
Got something to tweet about dementia in the Yorkshire and Humber area? Use 
the #yhdementia to tag your tweet.  
 
 

Resources Tools and Guidance 
 
Evidently Better- Dementia Post Diagnostic Support 
This document aims to provide local commissioners with an overview of post-
diagnostic support for people with dementia and their carers including examples of 
good practice, resources to support local organisations and sources of further 
information. 
 
A Practical Guide to Healthy Ageing 
Do you want to help older people stay well? If so, you can find some handy tips 
in ‘A practical guide to healthy ageing’, published by NHS England in partnership 
with Age UK. 
 
DementiaCarer.net Webinar 
Following the launch of the ‘Teabags in the Fridge’ a video resource to help 
demonstrate the experience of the family carers for people with dementia, 
DementiaCarer.net recorded a webinar on dementia and engaging with carers. The 
webinar can be downloaded here.   
 
The Rotherham Foundation Trust Library & Knowledge Service produce a 
regular dementia bulletin, bringing together brings together key dementia related 
research, news reports and journal articles.  Click here to view all bulletins. 



 
Living and Dying with Dementia in England: Barriers to Care 
Marie Curie and the Alzheimer’s Society have come together to write this paper 
which explores how we ensure a stronger focus on dementia as a terminal 
condition.  The paper sets out the barriers which prevent many people with 
dementia from accessing appropriate high quality care and explores how we 
improve care and support for people who are living and dying with dementia, as 

well as their families and carers. To read it, click here. 

 
Circles of Support: Evaluation Report 
The evaluation report of the three-year Circles of Support project is now available. 
A Circle of Support is a group of people who help the person with dementia think 
about how they can maintain or enhance their enjoyment of life and what support 
they need to do this. The group (which can be large or small and include family, 
friends and professional supporters) then works together, with the person with 
dementia at the heart of decisions, to create new connections and opportunities. 
The evaluation revealed benefits for people living with dementia, their family, 
friends and professionals supporting them. 
 
Family Carers Matter 
The Life Story Network delivers programmes which focus on communication and 
relationships, re-connecting the family carer with the person with dementia when 
conversations become difficult and maintaining relationships through the use of life 
story work.  This report provides an evaluation of the Family Carers Matter initiative, 
delivered by the Life Story Network with Hartlepool Carers, to develop a local 
sustainable programme with carers as volunteers being trained and mentored to 
co-deliver the programme to other carers. 
 
  

News 
 
Prime Minister's challenge on dementia 2020 
This document launches the next phase of the Prime Minister's challenge on 
dementia. It sets out what this government wants to see in place by 2020 in order 
for England to be: 

• the best country in the world for dementia care and support and for people 

with dementia, their carers and families to live; and  

• the best place in the world to undertake research into dementia and other 

neurodegenerative diseases . 

It also highlights the progress to date on improving dementia care, support and 
research. 
 
Alzheimer’s Society Dementia 2015 Survey 
Alzheimer's Society is carrying out a survey of how well people with dementia are 
living in their communities. They would like as many people with dementia as 
possible to complete this survey to help make the case for dementia to be a key 
priority for government.  
 
Please help to get as many responses as possible by completing this survey with 
people with dementia you know, and sharing it with others. 
 
New NICE Advice on Low-dose Antipsychotics in People with Dementia 
This document summarises the evidence-base on low-dose antipsychotics in 
people with dementia. It is a key therapeutic topic which has been identified to 



support Medicines Optimisation. It is not formal NICE guidance. 
 
Scientists on Target with Dementia Cure or Drug 
Scientists are on target to develop a cure for dementia within the next 10 years, 
Alistair Burns, NHS England’s national clinical director for dementia says he is 
confident there will be a cure for dementia, or at least a drug that will significantly 
slow down its progression, by 2025. For more information click here. 
 
New Care Act 
The Care Act comes into force from 1

st
 April 2014 and has significant implications 

for carers including: an obligation on local authorities to provide specific support to 
those funding their own care; a cap of £72k on care costs which an individual is 
liable for and carer’s right to receive services, including a carer assessment.  See 
the Carer’s UK summary of the new Act here. 

 
How you Talk About Memory Problems could Improve Dementia Diagnosis 
An article in the Yorkshire Post highlights findings by researchers in Sheffield that 
subtle differences in the way people presenting at memory services described their 
symptoms, could lead to the better diagnosis of dementia. 
 
 

Who produces this bulletin? 
This bulletin is produced by the Yorkshire and Humber Strategic Clinical Network 
for Dementia. It is provided on an opt-out basis.  If you received this email in error, 
or no longer want to receive the bulletin, email england.yhscn@nhs.net with the 
words 'Unsubscribe Dementia Bulletin' in the subject line. 
 

Disclaimer: The content of this bulletin does not necessarily reflect the views of 

NHS England, but is provided as a rapid information service for staff interested in 
dementia Strategic Clinical Network.  All links from this bulletin are provided for 
information only.  A link does not imply endorsement of that site.  We do not accept 
responsibility for the sites linked to, or the information displayed there. 
 
Please contact Penny.Kirk@nhs.net or Nicola.Phillis@nhs.net if you require 
any more information on the content of this bulletin or if you would like to 
share any information or news. We would love to hear from you.  

 

 


