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              Cost of drugs for treatment of Alzheimer’s disease                     

When prescribing medication for people diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease, clinicians should 
follow NICE TA217 https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/TA217 on its treatments, which states: 

“If prescribing an AChE inhibitor (donepezil, galantamine or rivastigmine), treatment should 
normally be started with the drug with the lowest acquisition cost (taking into account 
required daily dose and the price per dose once shared care has started).”  

Choosing to initiate a more expensive drug has significant costs over time, especially in primary 
care. While every effort should be made to choose an appropriate medication with the least cost, 
patients already taking more expensive options should NOT be converted to cheaper forms unless 
this can also be clinically justified. 

 
Current costs of Alzheimer’s disease medications: 

 
Drug name typical strength Form/preparation typical dose cost per month 

at this dose 
Donepezil 10mg plain tablets 1 od £1.97 
Memantine 20mg plain tablets 1 od £2.53 
Rivastigmine 4.5mg capsules 1 bd £27.09 
Gatalin XL 24mg XL capsules 1 od £39.90 
Galantamine 12mg plain tabs 1 bd £74.10 

Memantine is used in patients with cardiac problems, epilepsy, or failure/intolerance of AChEIs 
 

Top Tips: 
 

The preparation (or “form”) of the medication matters! It can have a huge 
influence on cost – BUT - the pricing structure is not logical. 

Use liquids only for patients where there is tangible benefit over using tabs/caps 

Consider Donepezil Orodispersible SUGAR FREE for patients who have trouble swallowing – 10mg 
od costs £7.98 per month. If “sugar free” is missed off the prescription, the NHS is charged £77.58 
per month instead. 

Rivastigmine comes in patches, capsules and liquid, and the costs vary greatly according to the 
strength and form chosen. Check with a pharmacist if unsure. Note use of patches in Parkinson’s 
dementia is off-label. 

Galantamine is not usually used as a first line treatment. If using the slow-release form, choose 
Gatalin XL which is a more cost effective XL prep. Liquid galantamine prescribed generically costs 
£560.71 per month, and branded Reminyl liquid is around £155 per month. 

Your pharmacist will be happy to advise further. 
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